Chapter 9 Study Guide
1. Society - compares to that of the Byzantine Empire in that they the Byzantines had a demographic crisis of the bubonic plague, social transformation, a loss of population density, women were more confined to home, and an emergence of a family based military aristocracy. The Western Medieval society had a self-sufficient economy, feudal societies involving serfs, fiefs, and vassals, and the emergence of knights as the central figure in warfare. Politically - the Byzantine emperors set prices, monopolized trade in luxury goods, bartering replaced money transactions, and women ruled alongside their husbands. The Medieval politics did not really exist outside of military service and serfs, lords, vassals, and fiefs. The lord of a manor provided governance and justice, direct royal government being quite limited. The king had few financial resources and seldom exercised legal jurisdiction at the local level. Culturally - the Byzantines designed their churches and monasteries very ornately and decoratively, competition between Greek and Latin forms of Christianity for allegiance of Slavs, and influenced the painting and musical traditions in Medieval Latin churches and Western Europe. In the Medieval West, the decline of literacy and other aspects of Roman life made room for the growth of Germanic cultural traditions. Their diet consisted of bear, butter, bread, and pork. Religion – By the end of the twelfth century, two-thirds of the Byzantine Christians adopted the Muslim faith. At the same time, relations with the popes and princes of medieval Western Europe steadily worsened. The patriarchs of Constantinople had challenged the territorial jurisdiction of the popes of Rome and some of the practices of Latin Church, causing a great schism. 
2. The possible causes of the European recovery of 1000-1200 were population growth spurred by new technologies and to the appearance in Italy and Flanders, on the coast of the North Sea, of self-governing cities devoted primarily to seaborne trade. 
3. The causes of the Crusades were 1st reforming leaders of the Latin Church, seeking to soften the warlike tone of society, popularized the Truce of God, 2nd ambitious rulers were looking for new lands to conquer, 3rd Italian merchants wanted to increase trade in the eastern Mediterranean and acquire trading posts in Muslim territory. However, without the rivalry between the popes and kings, and without the desire of the church to demonstrate political authority over western Christendom, the Crusades might never have occurred. The 1st Crusade captured Jerusalem and established 4 crusader principalities. The next 2 expeditions strove with diminishing success to protect these gains. Muslim forces retook Jerusalem. By the time of the 4th Crusade, the original religious ardor had so diminished that the commanders agreed to sack Constantinople first to help pay the cost of transporting the army by ship.

4. The competition between the Orthodox and Catholic forms of Christianity complicated the role of religion in the emergence of medieval European society and culture. The Byzantine Empire was more prosperous than the Germanic kingdoms of Western Europe, and its arts and culture were initially more sophisticated. Byzantine society became deeply Christian well before a comparable degree of Christianization had been reached in Western Europe. At a more general level, technology and commerce deepened the political and religious gulf between Latin Christendom and the Orthodox world. 
5. Differences in the environment affected the development of the civilizations of Western Europe and Russia. Russia had frozen tundra in the far north and was divided into east-west zones. The tundra gave way to a cold forest zone, giving way to a more temperate forest, and then to a mix of forest and steppe grasslands, and finally to grassland only. Linguistic and territorial changes were seemingly under pressure from poorly understood population migrations. Forest dwellers, farmers and steppe nomads complemented each other economically. In Western Europe, it was fragmented though had one language and had only a couple of religions. 
6. Women should have taken refuge in nunneries in the west by not in the Byzantine Empire because they provided refuge for widows and other women who lacked male protection in the harsh medieval world or who desired spiritual life. In the Byzantine Empire, women were confined to home and wore coverings and were kept in seclusion. 

7. The role of religion in the history of the medieval Christian west differs from that in the history of India because medieval Christianity unified the people, whereas, religion in India was meant to separate the people among different classes and social status. 
8. I think that self governing cities led to a more significant European recovery because it brought on sea trade and organization, bringing in new cultures and ideas along with new technologies. I think that technology was also a significant factor, as well as more abundant coinage. 

9. The Crusades were more important for Europe than for the Muslim world because the cultural impact of the Crusades on Western Europe resulted in noble courts and burgeoning cities consuming more goods than the east. This set the stage for later adoption of ideas, artistic styles, and industrial processes from Byzantium and the lands of Islam.

