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The Science of Lies
“Bow down- before the god of cash; the philosophy of modern man is leaking fast” begins Demon Hunter’s The Silence of Lies off of their 2005 hit CD The Triptych; a chilling portrayal of what the religion of Scientology is at it’s core: a money-making mind-control machine that solicits to man’s endless ego and overwhelming need to be king of his own space (Inside). According to the Church of Scientology itself, their adherents ultimate goal is to achieve a “civilization without insanity, without criminals and without war, where the able can prosper and honest beings can have rights, and where man is free to rise to greater heights.” Of course, with feel-good humanistic principles like “there is no absolute right or wrong” and “all people are basically good, (Scientology)” what self-respecting person could ever resist? And so, with an infinite army of lawyers, a massive bank account running into the billions (Operation), and zealous celebrities who believe that they alone have the power to cure all of societies’ ills (Tom), the Church of Scientology is a growing force to be reckoned with that will stop at nothing to parlay their sci-fi utopia to the masses.
When Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health was published in the year 1950, L. Ron Hubbard, a previously cashless science-fiction writer, finally achieved what he had always wanted to do: sell religion to the masses by creating his own perfect universe. Very soon after its release, Dianetics garnered a surprising amount of followers who sent letters to the author asking him to help cure all of their ills. In response, the New Jersey police department and the American Medical Association soon challenged the new self-help clinic set up by Hubbard to deal with cases ranging from depression to cancer. Hubbard, who was practicing medicine without a license, quickly fled the state so as to continue providing cures for his readers (Inside). Today, the church is run by David Miscavige and reaches out to thousands of believers worldwide: garnering well-over six digits annually as payment for various books, auditing (psychoanalysis) sessions, and other dues (David). Tom Cruise, the famous Top Gun actor, could be argued to be the religion’s loudest supporter, actively pushing the church’s ideals to anyone he deems to be a potential trouble source; but, of course, not without his own share of controversy. In 2005, Cruise publically condemned actress Brooke Shields for taking anti-depressants for her postpartum depression, citing that the mind altering drug Paxil effectively destroyed her career. Tom later privately apologized to Shields in a very polite and “heartfelt” manner after a time of backlash from the public and the media.
Scientology is believed by many to be nothing more than a cult. The vast majority of people around the globe are only now starting to hear and learn about Scientology and Scientologists as the church and its celebrity followers begin to get more coverage. From every vantage point, the Church of Scientology looks like a money-taking monster cult that will do anything to crush its detractors: turning even L. Ron Hubbard Jr., son of the science-fiction author against it. Hubbard Jr., who grew up in the church, eventually fled due to the overwhelming feeling of how wrong things were and a disgust for certain church policies. He described the church as a “soul raping” institution that practices black magic, albeit over an extended period of time so that it is almost unrecognizable (Inside).
Christians, whose only hope is in Christ Jesus, are just believers of a lie set up seventy-five million years ago by an evil galactic overlord named Xenu; or so a devout Scientologist would say. L. Ron Hubbard himself directly stated that there was no sin-repealing Christ and that any such religion, specifically citing Roman Catholicism, was simply a way to keep a human from becoming the god that he himself had the potential to be. One argument Hubbard makes is that “…neither Lord Buddha, nor Jesus Christ were OT’s (operating thetans, or divine beings) according to the evidence. They were just a shade above clear.” When translated, this phrase means that currently anyone who has made it past the fundamental stages of Scientology is more divine then Christ Jesus himself was (Rice). Christians need to show love and compassion to Scientologists and pray for them: they are poor, brainwashed fools who have bought into a lie that leads them to believe that their money can buy them ultimate happiness and salvation from their worst troubles. In John 14:6, Jesus openly states that “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. (The)” For this, and other fundamental reasons, we as true believers must be ever-vigilant when it comes to ministering to these people, who are often forced to sell their homes, cars, and other possessions simply to rise higher in the ranks of the church, desperate to finally find release from the torment they feel.

As of the time of this writing, the church is currently under attack from a group calling themselves “Anonymous,” currently organized through the website http://partyvan.info dubbed “Project: Chanology” (Anonymous). Just recently, on January 31st, 2008, the group sent envelopes containing a non-toxic white powder to several church locations in California to cause large-scale panic and the lockdown of many surrounding streets (Envelopes). Earlier in the month of January, the group has sent wave after wave of hackers against the church’s main website and sister sites armed with “Gigaloaders” and “Vampire raep” programs that max out the bandwidth (transfer speed) and show denial-of-service messages to anyone who tries to view the regular websites. These antics, and more, are a direct result of the church’s “attacks on free speech”: lawyers working for Tom Cruise and the church itself demanded that a video that has recently leaked showcasing Cruise explaining why he is a scientologist must be removed from all websites immediately due to copyright infringement (Anonymous). Gawker.com, as of yet, has been the only news organization to steadfastly stand against the church’s claims, and has no plans of removing the “newsworthy video” (Anonymous). Currently, a rally has been scheduled for February 10th outside of many church locations as a more physical approach to protesting the cult, and surely more newsworthy events will follow.

In the church, a new member begins at the state of “preclear” and will eventually make it to the rank of “Operating Thetan, Level 8,” but not many know just how much this will cost them. When tallied up together as one figure, the end cost to rise to level eight is close to $300,000- though an employee discount is factored into the total if one works full-time for the church (Operation). To actually take into account the rampant greed of the organization, one must realize that there is no such thing as a poor Scientologist, and that those who are downtrodden and in actual need of help are the lives that Scientologists destroy with the most haste. Scientology is nothing more than a cult that strokes the human ego, and ultimately destroys the soul of the user. Hopefully soon, the Church of Scientology will be exposed to the light of day, and it’s true colors shown to all of those who have had their lives taken away from them in search of a better tomorrow.

Bibliography

""Anonymous" releases statements outlining "War on Scientology"." WikiNews. 23 Jan 
2008. MediaWiki Foundation. 6 Feb 2008 
<http://en.wikinews.org/wiki/%22Anonymous%22_releases_statements_outlini
ng_%22War_on_Scientology%22>.
"BBC News | Entertainment | Cruise makes apology to Shields." BBC News. BBC News. 6 Feb 2008 <http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/entertainment/5308004.stm>.
"Inside The Church of Scientology: An Exclusive Interview with L. Ron Hubbard, Jr.” 
Lermanet.com. Operation: Clambake. 1 Feb 2008 
<http://www.lermanet.com/scientologynews/penthouse-LRonHubbardJr-
interview-1983.htm>.
"David Miscavige." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. 5 Feb 2008, 06:34 UTC. Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc. 6 Feb 2008 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=David_Miscavige&oldid=189210012
>.
"Envelopes containing white powder sent to Church of Scientology locations in southern 
California, USA." Wikinews. 31 Jan 2008. Wikimedia Foundation, Inc.. 1 Feb 2008 
<http://en.wikinews.org/wiki/Envelopes_containing_white_powder_sent_to_Ch
urch_of_Scientology_locations_in_southern_California%2C_USA>.
Melton, J. Gordon. "J. Gordon Melton - A Short Study of the Scientology Religion." 
Neuereligion. 10 May 1981. Neuereligion. 1 Feb 2008 
<http://www.neuereligion.de/ENG/melton/page01.htm>.
"Operation clambake presents: The Cost of Scientology." Operation Clambake. 
Operation Clambake. 6 Feb 2008 
<http://www.xenu.net/archive/CoS_prices.html>.
Rice, Fredric L.. "Is Scientology compatible with Christianity? Let's ask L. Ron Hubbard." 
The Skeptic Tank. The Skeptic Tank. 6 Feb 2008 
<http://www.skeptictank.org/compat.htm>.
"Scientology, What is it? - A Reference from the Church of Scientology." What is 
Scientology. Church of Scientology International. 6 Feb 2008 
<http://www.whatisscientology.org/>.
Stephen, Kent. "Scientology -- Is this a Religion?." Marburg Journal of Religion (July 
1999) Stephen A. Kent. 31 Jan 2008. Philipps-Universität Marburg. 1 Feb 2008 
<http://web.uni-marburg.de/religionswissenschaft/journal/mjr/kent.html>.
The Holy Bible. International Bible Society, 1973.
Tom Cruise: Scientologist. Perf. Tom Cruise. Video Recording. Church of Scientology 
International, 2006.
